TEXAS HB2153 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 87(R)
Title: AN ACT relating to the definition of abuse of a child
Author: Representative Harold Dutton, filed 02/23/2021
House Committee: Juvenile Justice & Family Issues
HB2153 would amend Section 261.001(1) of the Family Code to recognize that
engaging in conduct that results in a child’s reluctance or refusal, without
legitimate justification, to have a relationship with one of the child’s parents is
a form of child abuse.
Many fathers and mothers can, and do, manipulate their children, especially
after separation or divorce, in such a way that the children refuse to have a
relationship with the other parents. Sometimes, the manipulation is by the
step-parents, extended family members or others. Clinical, legal, and scientific
evidence on this problem has accumulated for over 35 years. There have been
over 1,000 scholarly papers published on the topic. There is a great deal of
conformity among authorities on clear and discernible diagnostic criteria for
this problem. These criteria are found in a simple Five-Factor Model. We have
attached some highlighted research studies in the Appendix.
Multiple studies estimated that at least 3.9 million children in the U.S. are
moderately to severely affected by this. More than three times as many
children in the U.S. are affected by this problem than there are children with
autism.
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Affected children suffer many short and long-term traumatic psychological and
physical effects. Research has shown that these effects on children are
just as damaging as those by physical or sexual abuse. We represent
many of those children victims who have now grown to be adults and they are
looking forward to the opportunity to testify to you.
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The parents who are rejected suffer greatly from the grief of losing their
children. These are good parents who had prior loving relationships with their
children. The problem, thus far, has not been sufficiently recognized in court,
leaving these parents helpless, unable to protect their children. We represent
many of these parents who are also looking forward to the opportunity to
testify to you.
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This form of abuse leads to enormous direct and indirect costs to society. As
such, we, a collective of organizations and TX individuals that represent many
parents and children in your constituents (list included in the next page), are in
support of this bill. Please set a timely hearing for your constituents.
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We are in support of
this bill. Please set a
timely hearing for your
constituents.

